
Hypertext :: Rhetoric of Hyperlinks1 
 

If novice hypertext writers come to see how one might set readers to move in a 

cycle, or in a counterpoint, how one may set up an event as a hub with 

radiating spokes or a set of events in a spiral, those writers may come to 

see how links may characteristically be used conjunctively to contribute to the different 

patterns. For it is important to not teach hypertext structure as such but the 

structuring of the various kinds of movement in time 

and space which hypertexts afford. 
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4 Basic Types of Movement 

 
Temporal links can easily be observed in many hyper-narratives [stories online that 
use hyperlinks], including those, which move readers back and forth between past and 
present. Or, for example, in a website on a “biography of America,” where a menu of 
links take the reader to pages organized chronologically. (However, a strictly 
enumerative ordering—first, second, third—cannot be guaranteed across a set of nodes 
where there is more than one link out of or into each.)  
 
Locative links are also easy to identify. (This descriptor does not identify links, which 
relocate us elsewhere in the web—all links do that.) In Michael Joyceʼs hyper-narrative 
Afternoon (1990), for instance, links move the reader between sites of the narratorʼs 
lunch with a friend, his sonʼs school, and so on. (These links are also temporal: a 
change of place brings an advance in time—although the chronological sequence of 
these relocations may of course need to be inferred from textual clues.) Or in a website 
on volcanoes links take one to different regions of the earth where these may be found. 
 
The consequential category encompasses a range of causes and conditions.  
Of course, there may be no single, localized, immediate connection between something 
in one node and something else linked in another node. But in some instances it may 
be possible to identify causal connectives: for instance, in a hyper-narrative called 
“Interlocked”, Larsen (1998) links the traumas of past and present, memory and action, 
which work in self-reinforcing patterns. And in Kolbʼs (1994, 1997) demonstration and 
discussion of hypertext argumentation links are used to structure the steps in reasoning, 
whether in more formal argumentation or more informal expositions and discussions.  
 
Comparative conjunctions signal the writerʼs or speakerʼs intention to clarify by 
elaborating, offering variations and the like. Scholarly hypertext will make much use of 
this form of link (Landow, 1992; McGann, 1995). On the analogy of additive 
conjunctions, one may also identify links which lead to a node that extends the topic of 
the previous node, whether positively (the function of ʻandʼ or ʻalsoʼ), negatively 
(ʻneitherʼ, ʻnorʼ), or adversatively (ʻhoweverʼ, ʻbut ʼ). This is the case with the authorʼs 
hypertext poem (Fig. 2) (Morgan, 2002) whose links work to set up a network of 
associations and metaphorical analogies. 
 
 

Comment: If you wish to stress certain 
times in your leader’s life, you could create a 
series of links that allow the reader/user to 
associate the time and its connection to the 
DI of the profile. 

Comment: If a certain place influenced 
your leader in a way that connects to your 
DI, how can a hyperlink to a page about that 
place rhetorically build your DI? 

Comment: Example: A profile on Rosa 
Parks has a series of consequential links 
throughout the text that connect the effects 
from her activist career—think cause and 
effect, possibly establishing a legacy theme. 

Comment: Consider the Open Form 
structure that presents information in a way 
that builds associative meaning, where the 
hyperlink will not explicitly state the 
association, but the reader/user of your 
profile can infer from the movement your 
meaning behind the link. 
 
Example: A profile on Gandhi includes a 
page on Gandhi’s use of nonviolent means of 
protest between Muslim and Hindu 
religious sects hyperlinks the words Muslim 
and Hindu. The word Muslim takes you to 
an page in a new window to a site 
discussing Gandhi’s connection with 
Muslims, and the same for the word Hindu.  


